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he Serbian Armed Forces
(Voska Srbije, VS) ‘Usce’
2011 (Confluence 2011)
display exercise was held
in Belgrade as part of
the commemoration of
Serbia‘s National Day and
Day of the Armed Forces — February 15.
Staged on the preceding Sunday, February
13,'Usc¢e’ 2011 took place in a large park
about a mile from the city center, located
on the confluence of the Danube and
Sava Rivers. With the last conscripts due
to leave the VS as this magazine went to
press, ‘Usce’ 2011 aimed to show a now
fully professional, more efficient and re-

In line with Serbia’s intention to become
a respected member of the international
community, the main focus of the exercise
were those units dedicated to multi-national
operations: a military police platoon, one
CBRN platoon, and one motorized infantry
company. Meanwhile, the Serbian AF
(Vazduhoplovstvo i protivvazduhoplovna

odbrana, ViPVO) displayed most of its assets.

For the rehearsal days on Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday the weather was
much more pleasant than for the Sunday
display, but still challenging for flying VFR,
with horizontal visibility described by
participating pilots as 'very poor.

‘U3ce’ 2011 was the largest single ViPVO
operational activity so far this year, with a

total of 106 flights and 57 hours 30 minutes

The recent
‘Usce’ 2011
display exercise
in Belgrade
saw Serbia
showcase
a smaller,
all-professional
air force.

Batajnica-based 204th Aviation Brigade
(204. vazduhoplovna brigada) and the
98th Aviation Brigade (98. vazduhoplovna
brigada) from Ladevci. These were joined
by Lasta 95 primary trainers displayed by
the Center for Flight Research, which is not
formally under ViPVO command.

The ViPVO action began with the
appearance of SA342L Gazelle 12879
reconnoitering the route for the following
package. After the convoy was ‘ambushed,
some more potent helicopters were called
into action: three SA341H Gamas (12806,
12820 and 12821) from the Ladevci-based
714. protivoklopna helikopterska eskadrila
‘Senke’ (714th Anti-armor Helicopter
Squadron ‘Shadows') to neutralize
the ambushers. The Gama is a locally

G-4 Super Galebs join two MiG-29s that are on ‘combat
air patrol’ during the demonstration. Maj G. Savic
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training. This autumn the ViPVO is also set
to receive its first three female pilots, when
they graduate from the Military Academy.
Anja Krneta, Sandra Radovanovi¢ and

Ana Tadi¢ enrolled in 2007 as part of the
132nd Military Academy class. Krneta made
her first solo in the Gazelle in October 2010;
Radovanovic soloed in the G-4 Super Galeb
in December, while Tadi¢ was due to solo in
the G-4 in February. L~ ]
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Above: Special forces troops spill from a Mi-8T in what
appears to be a medical evacuation mission.

This photograph: The pilot of SA342L Gazelle 12879 maneuvers
aggressively as the exercise scenario unfolds.
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